A case of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid with more than 30 years long-term asymptomatic pulmonary metastases.
This is a case report of a patient with thyroid cancer with asymptomatic pulmonary metastases, and without obvious progression over 34 years. The patient, a 47-year-old male, was shown to have miliary shadows on chest radiographs from the age of 13; indeed, he was temporarily treated for pulmonary tuberculosis without success. A tumour appeared in the right neck in December 1988 (at age 47). A diagnosis of lymph node metastasis of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid was made by biopsy; he then underwent total thyroidectomy with radical dissection of the neck (April 1989). However, the bilateral metastatic lymph nodes in the neck had invaded the vasculature, preventing complete dissection. Post-operative whole body 131I scintigraphy revealed diffuse intensive uptake in the bilateral lung fields, demonstrating for the first time that the pulmonary lesions were metastases of the thyroid cancer. He remains under periodic effective treatment with 131I.